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Cigarette smoking is the leading factor contributing to premature death in America. Thus,
understanding the factors that lead to cigarette use and addiction may provide great
insights into how smoking may be controlled. We used a family-based linkage approach
to coarsely localize genes that predispose to smoking, but since the addictive agent in
cigarette smoking is nicotine, our analysis is for genes that predispose to nicotine
addiction as opposed to smoking.
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In our study, we typed over 400 markers, providing us genomewide coverage in our samples of 12 families with
a total of 214 people. Linkage analysis identified two significant regions of the human genome that are near
markers D11S4046 and D9S283, respectively. These regions likely harbor genes that predispose to nicotine
addiction. Other groups have since localized genes for nicotine addiction and lung cancer to the regions we
identified.
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